THE PURPOSE OF CREATION 

Why did God create the world ? 

Creation is an act and an act is due to a motive, viz., an unfulfilled desire or an unattained end. But God is an eternally perfect Being who cannot have any wants or defects or unfulfilled desires. As per the Vedic philosophy, the following points are essential to understand the philosophy of creation:-
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Creation, sustenance and dissolution of the universe
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God, the Creator, His attributes, characteristics and His nature
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Soul and its characteristics, nature and attributes
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Matter or material cause, its manifestation and its attributes
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The Law of Karma
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Absolution and emancipation of the soul

To know this in depth, the creation itself existing before us, is the main source of obtaining knowledge about it. There are three main laws seen functioning in the world:

1. Each and every object in the Universe is in a state of continuous change according to a fixed order. eg in the case of an animate being , there is birth, childhood, boyhood, youth, manhood, old age and death. This law of creation and ultimate destruction holds good in case of animals, trees and plants too.

2. Among hundreds of human beings there are different types of people. Some good  and some bad. The cause if these differences are the actions of their previous lives.

3. Whatever is going on in this universe is according to a fixed order, has some meaning and sense and it has its own usefulness. If there is a law of creation and destruction working everywhere, there must be a law-maker also who must possess a superior type of intelligence.

Besides the above three laws, we also find objects which are either elastic or can be broken. The objects are formed of countless atoms (Parmanu) which are lifeless and without intelligence. They are the material cause of  the universe.

Besides atoms, we find living beings possessed of sense and intelligence. And this is the soul, which possesses the attribute of consciousness. Thus everybody has a soul.

This soul resides only in one particular place, has limited knowledge. Atoms are inanimate and without consciousness. Hence both together cannot create the universe.

For example, a thousand illiterate persons cannot equal one literate person so far as reading and writing are concerned. Similarly, ten thousand matriculates combined together cannot equal one professor of Science or Mathematics. Hence only one Creator, who is Omnipresent ( All pervading), Omniscient ( All knowledgable) and Omnipotent ( All powerful) is able to create the universe. 

He creates the universe with the help of Paramanus( atoms), which are the material cause of the universe and He does it for the benefit of the souls in order that they may get salvation from the miseries of births and deaths by obtaining true knowledge of creation; and this is the purpose of creation. All the three viz., the Creator, the soul and the Matter ( Prakriti, Paramanu) are absolutely necessary for creation. In absence of any one of them creation is impossible.If the soul doesnot exist with the Creator, eternally, there is no purpose of creation of the universe. Eg. If there is no customer, the shopkeeper will not open the shop of grain at all. If in the absence of passengers, the railway company will not run the trains. This is a thing of common understanding. 

 To understand the God and soul, select from the “contents of table” above.

As the soul possesses limited knowledge, it falls into the trap of ignorance and does good and evil deeds. Consequently it  has to suffer or enjoy the fruits of its deeds by assuming different kinds of bodies in this world. The all merciful God helps the soul to get rid of its ignorance and to obtain real knowledge. To achieve this end, God gives him the human body endowed with intelligence and reasoning power. Alongwith the sense organs and mind, the soul obtains real knowledge about creation, self and the Creator. This results  in its emancipation from all kinds of pains and miseries of birth and death. To oblige the soul in their progressive march towards self realization, knowledge and consequent emancipation, God creates the universe.

WHAT IS SALVATION? WHAT ARE THE MEANS OF SALVATION?

The emancipation of the soul from pain and suffering and a subsequent career of freedom in the all pervading God and His immense creation for a fixed period of time and its resumption of earthly life after the expiration of that period, constitutes “Salvation”.
Means of Salvation are :
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Viveka-   The kind of knowledge when the mind is able to   discriminate between the various systems and states of bodies and the soul itself is called viveka
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   Virag – It consists in the practice of truth and renunciation of untruth, after carefully discriminating right from wrong
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   Shath Sampati – Which means performing of 6 types of acts:      

· Sham : Practising righteousness by restraining one’s soul from sin and temptation                

· Dam : Keeping the body and senses aloof from doing evil

deeds and living a chaste life

· Uparati : Never associating oneself with wicked

· Titiksha : becoming deaf to worldly applause and becoming indifferent to profit or loss, joy and sorrow

· Shradha : Having faith in Vedas and Shastras

· Samadhan : Satisfaction and contentment
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 Mumukshruta – Perfect devotion to an inflinching love for nothing but      

emancipation and the means of obtaining it, like a hungry or thirsty man desires nothing else but food or drink.

Needless to mention that it includes the worship of God, the practice of yog,

Love for true knowledge and a life of activity.

